


Volunteer Protection Act of 1997 

• Protection from personal liability applies if the volunteer:

• Acted within scope of responsibility-(only do what allowed 
to do)

• Was trained and certified to do

• Committed no willful, criminal, reckless, grossly negligent, or 
conscious, flagrantly indifferent acts

• Volunteers may not accept payment of any kind! 



What is an income tax return?

Why must we file?

What types of taxes are taken out of worker’s pay?



Filing Status



WHO MUST FILE (TAB A) 

Standard Deductions

or $12,200



Objectives – Filing Status

Determine the most beneficial filing status allowed for 
the taxpayer
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What filing status?

• Single
• Married Filing Joint
• Married Filing Separate
• Head of Household
• Qualifying Widow(er)*with 

dependent children 

December 31st



Single 

On the last day of the year:

▻ Not married

▻ Legally separated or divorced, or

▻ Widowed before first day of tax year, not remarried within 
the year
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Married Filing Jointly

This filing status generally the most beneficial

One return is filed covering both spouses

On the last day of the year:

▻ Married and live together

▻ Live apart but not legally separated or divorced

▻ Live together in recognized common law 
marriage

▻ Did not remarry after their spouse died during 
the year
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Married Filing Separately

Each spouse files an individual return claiming their own 
income and exemptions

Taxes are generally higher for this status

▻ Some credits unavailable, some reduced

▻ More income may be taxed

10Filing Status



Married Filing Separately

Some taxpayers file separately to avoid potential refund offset due to 
spouse’s outstanding debts

▻ Suggest Form 8379, Injured Spouse Allocation
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Head of Household

A taxpayer may qualify if he or she:

▻ Is unmarried or “considered unmarried” on last day of tax 
year, and 

▻ Paid  more than 50% cost of keeping up a home for the 
required period of time, and

▻ Had a qualifying person living  with them more than half the 
year (except for temporary absences)

Qualifying person:

▻ Can be child, parent, or other relative

▻ See Pub 4012, Filing Status tab, Who is a Qualifying Person…
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http://apps.irs.gov/app/vita/content/globalmedia/head_of_household_qualifying_person_4012.pdf


“Considered Unmarried” 

for Head of Household

Some married taxpayers may be “considered unmarried” 
for filing Head of Household if they:

▻ File a return separate from their spouse and

▻ Paid more than 50% cost of keeping up their 
home and

▻ Lived apart from their spouse during the entire 
last six months of the tax year (not apart due to 
work or school—but separated) and

▻ Provided the main home for more than half the 
year of a qualifying dependent child, stepchild, 
or authorized foster child
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Qualifying Widow(er)

*with dependent children

•As beneficial as Married Filing Jointly 

•Taxpayer would use Married Filing Jointly or Married Filing  Separately 
in the year of spouse’s death (if not remarried)

•For two years following the year of spouse’s death (if surviving spouse 
does not remarry)

•Must be able to claim child as dependent
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Summary

There are five filing statuses

Filing status affects the amount of tax, credits, and deductions

Choose the correct and best filing status that results in the lowest tax
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WHO MUST FILE (TAB A) 

Standard Deductions

or $12,200
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Which Filing Status?

1. Steve and Lucinda had been married 30 
years when Steve died January 2019. Since 
then Lucinda lived alone. What is Lucinda’s 
filing status?

2. Jody is 17 years old. She lives with her 
parents but had a summer job to make 
money for her college fund. What is her 
filing status?



Which Filing Status?

3. Mary and John are married with 3 children. 
They have lived together all year. What filing 
status choices do they have?

4. Kyle and his girlfriend Haley share an 
apartment. They both have jobs and share 
expenses. Neither is married or has 
children. What filing status choices do they 
have?



Which Filing Status?

5. Archie and Elaine lived together all of 2019. 
They got married on January 1, 2020. What 
is their filing status?

6. What if they married the day before?



Which Filing Status?

Judy and Joe are married, but they didn’t live together at all 
in 2019. They have one child who lives with Judy, who pays 
all the household expenses.

What are their filing status choices:

a. If Joe is deployed with an army in 
Turkey?

b. If Joe is working for a civilian contractor 
in Turkey?



Which Filing Status?

Judy and Joe are married, but they didn’t live together at all in 
2019. They have one child who lives with Judy, who pays all 
the household expenses.

What are their filing status choices:

c. If Joe left last June without saying good-bye, and 
Judy doesn’t know where he is?
d. If Joe and Judy signed a separate maintenance 
agreement in 2019 between themselves and are 
planning to divorce soon.
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Let’s Create a 
Tax-Return



linklearncertification.com
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Practice Lab
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Amount already paid
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Line 19-Line 17=
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Let’s
Do another

Return
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Line 18-15=



Dear Iris
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Resources:

Vitaresources.net

https://www.vitaresources.net/

