
Dependents

What is a dependent?



Objectives – Dependents

Determine if a taxpayer may claim a dependent by 
applying the appropriate dependency test

1. Determine the taxpayer’s eligibility for:

▻ · Child Tax Credit

▻ · Credit for Other Dependent

▻ · Additional Child Tax Credit

▻ · Earned  Income Tax Credit

▻ · Dependent Care Credit
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Dependents

Who may be claimed as a dependent?

▻ Qualifying child

▻ Qualifying relative

Three tests apply to both qualifying child and 
qualifying relative:

▻ Dependent taxpayer

▻ Joint return 

▻ Citizen or resident
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Qualifying Child Tests

Five additional tests for a qualifying child:

▻ Relationship

▻ Age

▻ Residency

▻ Support

▻ Qualifying child of more than one person

Review Pub 4012, Dependents tab, Table 1: All Dependents
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Qualifying Relative Tests

Four tests for a qualifying relative, in addition to 
dependent taxpayer, joint return, and citizen or 
resident:

▻ Not a qualifying child

▻ Member of household or relationship

▻ Gross income

▻ Support
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Lesson 6 – Dependency Exemptions

Ruth, who had no income, was married in 

November of the tax year. Ruth's husband 

had $30,000 in income, and had a filing 

requirement.

Ruth's father supported her and paid for 

the wedding. Can Ruth’s father claim her 

as a dependent?

Why or Why Not?

Why or Why Not?
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Jennifer Rawls, is an eighteen-year-old 

single mother who can be claimed as a 

dependent by her parents.

Can she claim her infant son as a 

dependent on her own tax return?

Why or Why Not?



Why or Why Not?
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Doris, a U.S. citizen, is 8 years old and had a small role 
in a television series. 

She made $60,000 during the tax year, but her 
parents put all the money in a trust fund to pay for 
college. She lived with her parents all year. 

Does she meet the support test?



Bob is 22 and a full-time student for the entire year.

During the tax year, he lived with his parents when he 
was not in the dorm. He worked part-time, but that 
income did not pay over half of his total support. 

Does Bob pass the tests for a qualifying child?

Why or Why Not?



Why or Why Not?



Child Tax Credit

Child tax credit allows taxpayers to claim a 
nonrefundable tax credit of up to $2,000 per child

Eligibility:

▻ Dependent must be under 17

▻ & have a social security number

Review Pub 4012, Tab G, Nonrefundable Credits, Child 
Tax Credit 
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http://apps.irs.gov/app/vita/content/globalmedia/teacher/child_tax_credit_tip_4012.pdf


Additional Child Tax Credit

Taxpayers who do not get the full $1,400 of the child 
tax credit may qualify for the refundable additional 
child tax credit

Review Pub 4012, Tab G, Nonrefundable Credits, 
Additional Child Tax Credit Tip
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http://apps.irs.gov/app/vita/content/globalmedia/additional_child_tax_credit_4012.pdf


Eligibility-Additional Child Tax Credit

To be a qualifying child for the child tax credit, the 
child must be claimed as the taxpayer’s dependent
A child must meet certain criteria to qualify for the 
credit

▻ Under 17 years

▻ Have a Social Security Number
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Credit for Other Dependents

There is a $500 credit for other dependents who do not qualify 
for the $2000 child tax credit such as:

▻ children who are age 17 and above or dependents with other 
relationships (such as elderly parents)

▻ Taxpayers cannot claim the credit for themselves (or a spouse if 
Married Filing Jointly).

The dependent must be a U.S citizen, U.S. national, or resident of 
the U.S. The dependent must have a valid identification number 
(ATIN, ITIN, or SSN).
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Earned Income Credit (EIC)

Earned Income



Qualifying for the EIC-EITC (Earned 
Income Tax Credit)

Three sets of rules:

▻ General eligibility rules for everyone

▻ Rules for taxpayers with one or more qualifying 
children

▻ Rules for taxpayers who do not have a qualifying child

Review Pub 4012, Summary of EIC Eligibility 
Requirements; focus on Part A and Part D

17Earned Income Credit (EIC)

http://apps.irs.gov/app/vita/content/globalmedia/summary_of_eic_eligibility_4012.pdf


Calculating the Tax Credit 
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